
Roof Leaders – Sump Pump Discharge, Grading and Property Maintenance Guidelines  
 
Leader drains and sump pumps must be discharged in a fashion that controls the run off onto neighboring 
and common properties and further, does not cause erosion on any property. The surface discharge of 
leader drains and sump pumps must not be directly pointed towards the adjoining properties. Erosion 
control measures should be utilized at each point of discharge to prevent scouring and rutting of the 
existing grade. An example of this would be to secure the end of the leader with river rock stone. This 
will provide an energy dispersal of the waters emanating from the point of discharge. All residents should 
be mindful of how their properties stormwater might be negatively impacting the surrounding properties. 
 
Exposed gutters and downspouts should try to be colored to blend in with the surface to which they are 
attached.  
 
Slope all roofs and outdoor areas to positively direct water away from buildings. Connect all roof drains 
to an approved storm water drainage system where and when possible. If a subterranean leader system is 
to be utilized then that system must be approved by the Township Engineer. 
 
When not required to do so by our stormwater ordinance the engineering office always recommends that 
all drainage be handled on-site by an NJDEP approved BMP (best management practices) 
detention/recharge system, either structural or non-structural to capture all run-off from impervious 
surfaces, any overflows can be connected into any existing inlet(s) in the street if available. Should the 
applicant decide to install a BMP they must submit details and sizing calculations of the system to the 
engineer’s office for approval. Any proposed direct connection into the municipal storm water system 
must be approved by the Township Engineer prior to connection.  
 
Direct discharge of storm water and sump pump discharges onto the public roadway through the curb 
creates hazardous icing conditions during the winter and therefore is not permitted, any existing discharge 
onto the street through the curb can remain until such time the street is fully reconstructed, at that time an 
underdrain system will be provided within the right of way so that each property has the ability to make a 
positive connection into the municipal drainage system thereby reducing the amount of on-site drainage 
discharge. 
 
Please be reminded of the following; 
 
Water which historically flowed from one property to another prior to the uphill home or developed area 
being built may continue to flow in the same direction after the home is built or area developed only if ; 
(1) There is no diversion or channeling which results in the water flow being concentrated in one area and  
(2) There is no substantial construction on the uphill lot resulting in increased rates of surface run-off. 
 
If a detrimental change in the natural pattern of drainage on the uphill lot has occurred, the uphill property 
owner is responsible for interception and piping or directing surface water to natural drainage areas or the 
storm water drainage system. 
 
The downhill property owner is responsible for providing proper drainage for water flow that occurs in 
accordance with natural drainage patterns, which existed prior to construction. 
 
Due to the inherent difficulty in accurately predicting post-construction water flow from a property, 
changes in water flow may not be discovered until well after the construction is completed. In such cases, 
if it is determined that the lot is generating an additional flow or intensity of storm-water across an 
adjacent property, in excess of what existed prior to construction, the applicant, at the applicants expense, 
will undertake all measures necessary to abate the excess flow of storm-water. 
 


